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An unknown individual allegedly sexually assaulted a 
resident of Mather Residence Hall in her room Saturday be-
tween 8:00 and 8:45 p.m., according to an email sent to the 
student body at 1:52 a.m. on Sunday. The College sent the 
email, along with a call and text message, as a timely warning 
that there was a threat to the campus community in com-
pliance with the Jeanne Clery Act, which mandates that the 
College must determine if an incident warrants an emergen-
cy notification. The Clery Act requires that colleges inform 
their students about certain crimes on or near their cam-
puses. 
The College issued the warn-
ing because the identity of the 
suspect is unknown, accord-
ing to Andrea Goldblum, Title 
IX and civil rights coordinator. 
“Because [that unknown per-
son] entered a room uninvited, 
there is concern that that was a 
risk to the community. And that 
therefore we wanted the com-
munity to know so that they could take efforts to keep them-
selves and each other safe,” Goldblum said.
Goldblum responded to the report at around 11 p.m. on 
April 31. She met with the complainant and spoke with her 
about the resources available to her and explained Kenyon’s 
process for dealing with sexual assault. The College searched 
for facts to determine whether or not there was a risk to the 
community, and found the alleged assailant was unknown 
and therefore the College could not take immediate action. 
After that, the alert was issued.
Although the College has received tips, the alleged as-
sailant is still at large, Goldblum said. He is described in the 
email as six feet tall, thin and blond. At the time of the assault, 
he was wearing a navy v-neck, khaki pants
Assault alert 
triggers concern
Excited students rushed across Ransom Lawn Friday evening to greet preformers Rubblebucket and Chiddy Bang at the stage. Attendees hoisted each other up onto one another’s shoulders, and safety officers stormed into the mass of students to calm them down. It was not long before an-
other Summer Sendoff was in full swing. 
Some students felt Sendoff wasn’t quite the same as it had been in years past.
“This year, there was less people outside, and more people inside, making things like punch, drinking 
higher proof alcohol,” Alexander Nethercutt ’16 said, referring to students on South Quad. “You know, 
consuming stuff that was less safe than if [the College] had just done the same thing they did last year.”
Students, administrators and staff discussed the possible results of policy changes prior to this year’s 
Sendoff concert. New measures included a College-mandated system of purchasing alcohol for students 
over 21 from a third-party vendor and the decision to take away the “playpen,” a designated outdoor 
drinking area for students on South Quad. Last Friday, students still drank on South Quad without the 
playpen, though Safety officers were present, breaking up large groups of students and verifying the ages 
of those who were drinking.
Three students were hospitalized over the weekend due to intoxication, according Campus Safety. Lau-
ra Kane, director of students affairs, said it is not uncommon for students to be transported to 
Sendoff changed




Students line the stage to listen to Rubblebucket at Summer Sendoff. Courtesy of the Office of Communications
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New allegations of misconduct within 
the College’s Title IX office continue to 
surface, especially in light of President De-
catur’s announcement of an independent 
audit of the process by which the school 
handles claims of sexual misconduct. 
One first-year student, who agreed 
to an interview on the condition of ano-
nymity, said they went to the Title IX of-
fice hoping to file an informal report. “I 
went to Andrea [Goldblum, the College’s 
civil rights and Title IX coordinator], I 
told her everything that happened, and 
then she was like, ‘This is really problem-
atic behavior, would you be willing to do 
a formal report?’” the student said. “And I 
was like, ‘Not really no,’ mainly because I 
would have to be the complainant … and 
because [the perpetrator] has naked pic-
tures of me, and the one thing I have going 
for me is that he has no reason to be angry 
with me.” 
GABRIELLE HEALY
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The student said Goldblum told them 
the only way she would feel comfortable 
not taking any further action was if the 
student judged the perpetrator was not 
an immediate risk to the community. Al-
though Goldblum was not contacted by 
the Collegian about this specific case, it is 
College policy not to comment on specific 
cases, under federal privacy laws. 
“I was really taken aback by the ques-
tion, just because it felt like she was trying 
to make me responsible for 
Senior athletes put 
up stellar year    p.12
 for the worse?
Courtesy of Kenyon Athletics
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Village RecoRd
April 28 - May 3
April 28, 8:12 p.m. — Alarm sounded due to burned food in Watson Residence 
Hall. Smoke present. No fire. Smoke cleared. Alarm reset.
April 29, 7:20 a.m. — Intoxicated student in Mather Residence Hall. Safety re-
sponded. No other action required.
April 29, 5:03 p.m. — Student residence found with alcohol in Mather. Alcohol 
disposed of. 
April 29, 5:39 p.m. — Student residence found with smoke in McBride Residence 
Hall. Student admittance to using illegal substance.
April 29, 7:11 p.m. — Intoxicated student in Caples Residence Hall. Safety re-
sponded. No other action required.
April 29, 7:50 p.m. — Intoxicated student in Bushnell Residence Hall. Safety re-
sponded. Student transported via squad to Knox Community Hospital (KCH) for 
further evaluation and treatment.
April 29, 7:56 p.m. — Intoxicated student in Hanna Residence Hall. Safety re-
sponded. Student transported via squad to KCH for further evaluation and treat-
ment.
April 29, 8:42 p.m. — Intoxicated student on the South Quad. Safety responded. 
Student transported via squad to KCH for further evaluation and treatment.
April 29, 9:04 p.m. — Alarm sounded due to pull-station being activated in Gund 
Residence Hall. No smoke. No fire. Alarm reset.
April 29, 9:31 p.m. — Intoxicated student on South Quad. Safety responded. Stu-
dent transported to residence. No other action required.
April 30, 12:20 a.m. — Beer bong found in Leonard Residence Hall. Item confis-
cated.
April 30, 11:16 a.m. — Beer truck left unlocked outside Ascension Hall. Safety 
responded and secured.
April 30, 1:06 p.m. — Alarm sounded due to burned food in Acland Apartments. 
No report of smoke or fire. Alarm reset.
April 30, 3:42 p.m. — Student residence found with alcohol in McBride. Alcohol 
disposed of. 
April 30, 3:44 p.m. — Student complaint of sharp pain in stomach and left arm in 
Gund Gallery. Safety responded. Student transported via squad to KCH for fur-
ther evaluation and treatment.
April 30, 3:45 p.m. — Books on floor with pages strewn about in Leonard.
April 30, 11:33 p.m. — Intoxicated student in Peirce Dining Hall. Safety respond-
ed. Student transported to residence. No other action required.
May 1, midnight — Graffiti found on exterior wall of North Campus Apartment 
(NCA).
May 1, 1:25 a.m. — Student report of physical altercation between two students in 
NCA. Safety responded. No other action required.
May 1, 7:08 a.m. — Window broken in Caples Residence Hall. Maintenance con-
tacted.
May 1, 1:23 p.m. — Graffiti in elevator of Caples. Custodial contacted for remedy.
May 1, 4:05 p.m. — Student reported loss of personal items from backpack in Ke-
nyon Athletic Center.
May 1, 4:05 p.m. — Individual entered Village Inn apartment and took items 
without authorization.
May 2, 4:03 p.m. — Student fell off bike causing scrapes, hip and ankle pain. 
Safety responded. Student transported to Health Center for further evaluation/
treatment.
May 2, 10:14 p.m. — Alarm sounded due to fire from a hat being placed on top of 
a lamp in McBride. Residents reacted by pouring liquid on hat.
May 3, 7:38 a.m. — Ill student feeling dizzy in McBride. Student transported to 
Health Center for evaluation/treatment. 
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Students, faculty and alumni will have 
to say goodbye to the Black Box Theater this 
summer after the Board of Trustees approved 
its destruction last week. 
Construction of a new Village Market and 
a new student theater space will officially be-
gin this summer since the College gained 
approval from the Board of Trustees at their 
spring meeting last Thursday and Friday.
The board approved part of the College’s 
$18 million-plan for the Village of Gambier, 
according to a report released by the College 
on Wednesday.
Along with the replacement of the Black 
Box for a new Village Market, the approved 
projects include residential spaces for 12 stu-
dents located above the market, the demoli-
tion of the north end of Farr Hall and the con-
struction of new retail and another student 
residence space in its place.
The partial demolition of Farr is slated for 
the summer of 2017. 
Two townhouse-style apartments on the 
plot of the former Gambier Grill are also part 
of the Village plan, but no timeline has been 
approved for this project, according to Brack-
ett B. Denniston III ’69, chairman of the Board 
of Trustees.
Kenyon received approval on Monday 
from the Village Council for two variances to 
the local building code to construct on the site 
of the Black Box Theater, proposals which the 
Gambier Village Council previously rejected. 
In addition to approving the Village con-
struction projects, the board approved the 
construction of a new student theater space 
to replace the Black Box. The new theater will 
be approximately 1,500 square feet and will be 
located near the Craft Center and the North 
Campus Apartments. The theater is scheduled 
to open in September, according to the board’s 
report. 
Beyond approving construction projects, 
the trustees also backed the independent audit 
of Kenyon’s Title IX policies, which President 
Sean Decatur announced on April 27. 
Denniston laid out the board’s opinion on 
the recent Title IX announcement in a News 
Bulletin via Student-Info email on May 2, in 
which he emphasized the board’s zero-toler-
ance policy on sexual assault. “The College 
must continue and intensify its work both to 
foster a culture committed to the prevention of 
sexual assault and to ensure that its policy and 
procedures are appropriately tough and pro-
tect the safety of our students but, at the same 
time, are fair,” Denniston wrote.
In addition to supporting Decatur’s plans 
for an audit, the board announced the estab-
lishment of a special committee, comprised of 
board members, to act as an oversight com-
mittee for the College’s audit. 
Trustees approve new student 
theater space, market relocation
The article “Two wins and four losses hand Lords control of their fate” 
(April 28) misidentified a Kenyon baseball player who scored a run in 
Kenyon’s 12-1 loss to the College of Wooster as Connor Jewell ’18. The 
player was Cormac Jewell ’18.
The Collegian regrets the error.
CORRECTION
and New Balance sneakers. Goldblum encour-
ages anyone, especially those who may have 
seen someone matching that description, to 
come forward. 
The administration has considered the pos-
sibility that a student let the alleged assailant into 
the building and is discussing ways to heighten 
security measures, such as increasing education 
about door-locking, or automatically locking 
room doors and K-Cards that only swipe into 
the student’s residence, according to Goldblum. 
“Our culture is a very open one so although 
we encourage people to lock their doors, and 
residence life staff encourage people to lock their 
doors, a lot of people don’t,” Goldblum said. 
Goldblum also said the investigation is being 
handled by the College at this point, instead of 
the Knox County Sheriff’s department, due to 
the students wish to not proceed with a crimi-
nal investigation. She said the student made the 
decision on the night of the assault. 
Mather resident Brady Furlich ’19 got the 
alert  early Sunday morning. The incident didn’t 
concern her much until she returned home and 
noticed Community Advisors (CAs) were mak-
ing rounds to check that resident’s room doors 
were locked.
Later, she and the rest of her hallmates re-
ceived an email from Head CA of Mather Ster-
ling Nelson ’16 informing students that there 
was no immediate danger, reminding them of 
the emotional support services available and to 
lock their doors. 
At no point did Furlich say she felt unsafe, 
though she was not alone at all during the night. 
Although she doesn’t feel the atmosphere in 
Mather has changed, Furlich and her roommate 
have started locking their door at night.
Jessica Kotnour ’19, also a Mather resident, 
received the alert when she woke up in the mid-
dle of the night. 
She said she felt scared because she had been 
walking back to Mather from the first-year 
quad around the time of the assault, and felt it 
could have easily been she who was assaulted. 
Kotnour said she has not changed her behav-
ior but is more conscious of her surroundings. 
She said she has always taken safety precautions, 
such as walking with someone else.
“Just because we are at Kenyon and up on 
this Hill doesn’t mean we are immune to every-
thing,” Kotnour said. 
Authorities searching for perpetrator
Continued from Page 1
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the hospital for alcohol-related 
issues any weekend on campus, 
let alone on Sendoff. 
Though no hospitalizations 
were recorded last year, Kane 
said alcohol-related issues dur-
ing Sendoff this year were typi-
cal of an average Friday on cam-
pus. The College also allowed 
groups to register all-campus 
parties after the concert — an-
other departure from previous 
years. 
Kane said the new system re-
garding alcohol, which allowed 
students to buy a maximum of 
five beers through the vendor, 
was intended to keep students 
safe and promote safe drinking 
in accordance with Ohio State 
law. 
“You always have students 
making choices, so that’s some-
thing that’s a reality in whatever 
way Sendoff is structured,” Kane 
said. “What we’re able to say as 
a college is that we’re providing 
an event that provides safe pa-
rameters and guidelines around 
drinking.”
Kane also said Campus Safe-
ty provided extra staffing over 
the weekend to help monitor 
“Extendoff,” a popular campus 
term for partying on the Satur-
day after the concert.
Director of Campus Safety 
Bob Hooper was not available to 
comment.
Daniel Jurgens ’16, thought 
the new Sendoff policies took 
away from the experience.
“You know, I think a big part 
of Sendoff is having those big 
communal areas and events and 
to host and students can kind of 
wander around and go to differ-
ent places within that area,” Jur-
gens said.  “But not having that 
area, it seemed like the campus 
was a lot more lifeless.”
Kimberly Blank, associate di-
rector of student engagement, 
along with Kane, plans to send 
a survey to the students asking 
them to rate their Sendoff expe-
rience. Both said they want to 
get an idea of the students’ per-
spectives so they can improve 
the concert next year. 
Kane said that if they re-
ceive negative feedback about 
the new alcohol policy, they will 
have a conversation about the 
issue, but she wasn’t sure if the 
administration would consider 
changing the policy. She said the 
policy emerged after the College 
looked at data nationwide about 
safe and responsible drinking on 
College campuses, which typi-
cally suggested one drink per 
hour.
Rob Mallen West ’17 felt the 
event was still highly regulated, 
and felt the students were ma-
ture enough to handle them-
selves appropriately. 
“I thought it was kind of 
dumb how they tried to keep us 
in groups of twelve or less,” West 
said. “I think it contracts a sense 
of campus unity.”
Audit on the horizon South Quad rages without “playpen”
Continued from Page 1
Continued from Page 1
Seniors establish fund
A gazebo for the North Campus 
Apartments in 2014, a swing for the 
first-year quad last year —  these are 
traditionally the kinds of gifts Ken-
yon seniors give to the campus at the 
conclusion of their four years. The 
Class of 2016 is doing something  dif-
ferent.
Their gift is the Kenyon Alliance 
Fund. The goal of the fund is to sup-
port student organizations or fac-
ulty and staff members interested in 
working on educational service proj-
ects in the area, such Partnership of 
East Knox and Kenyon.
“The fund originally sprung from 
this idea of building a tradition or 
continuing a tradition at Kenyon,” 
Trevor Kirby ’16, president of the Se-
nior Class Committee said. 
Organizations that need financial 
assistance will use the fund’s money 
to purchase tools for their volunteer-
ing activities, including transporta-
tion and background checks. 
The Office of Community Part-
nerships, directed by Jennifer Oden-
weller, will administer the Kenyon 
Alliance Fund and work with organi-
zations interested in volunteering in 
Knox County.
In an email to the Collegian, 
Odenweller wrote that the fund 
will allow Kenyon students to work 
within Knox County and “give back 
in ways which also prepare them for 
further civic engagement in their fu-
ture.” 
Currently the senior class plans 
to donate $1,000 to start the fund. 
Money raised by the senior class dur-
ing their time at Kenyon Class funds 
class gifts.
According to Kirby, President 
Sean Decatur has pledged to donate 
$2,500 to the Kenyon Alliance Fund 
if 75 percent of seniors donate to the 
Kenyon Fund, which supports Ken-
yon’s operating budget. Decatur will 
donate another $2,500 if 90 percent of 
seniors give to the Kenyon Fund.
Organizations will be able to ap-
ply for money from the Kenyon Al-
liance Fund and groups receiving 
funds will be selected by a committee 
made up of the Director of Commu-
nity Partnerships, the Director of Stu-
dent Volunteering, a faculty member 
nominated by the Curricular Policy 
Committee, a student selected by 
Student Council and a dean from the 
Dean of Students Office.
NATHANIEL SHAHAN
Students wait for rapper Chiddy Bang during Summer Sendoff. 
Courtesy of the Office of Communications
[their] behavior,” they said. “I just 
kind of shut down after that.” 
In association with federal policy, 
The College’s Title IX and Violence 
Against Women Act handbook for 
2015-16 states: “The College will bal-
ance a complainant’s interest with 
its obligation to provide a safe and 
non-discriminatory environment 
for for all members of the College 
community.”
After Michael Hayes’ letter, the 
ensuing discussion on social me-
dia and coverage by major media 
outlets sparked the College to an-
nounce an audit to the process by 
which it handles sexual misconduct 
cases, covered under Title IX. Mi-
chael Hayes did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment as 
of press time. 
In an interview on Tuesday, 
President Sean Decatur said there 
was nothing further he could say 
about the audit, though he plans on 
releasing another detailed message 
to the community by the end of this 
week.
“This isn’t something that will be 
done in secret in July,” Decatur said, 
promising he would give student 
and faculty input his highest prior-
ity. Decatur also met with Student 
Council at their meeting on Sunday, 
where he said representatives of-
fered several solutions to garner stu-
dent input over the summer. 
Goldblum said the audit was be-
ing coordinated through the presi-
dent’s office, and the College has 
been getting contacts and gathering 
the names of firms that could poten-
tially complete the audit.
“My understanding of [the scope 
of the audit] is that it will include 
looking at all of our data in our cas-
es, not to change decisions but to see 
if we’re following the policies and 
the processes,”  Goldblum said. 
Roughly 70 students and profes-
sors attended a sit-in to support sur-
vivors last Thursday. Participants sat 
around the edges of Peirce’s Great 
Hall in general silence, some hold-
ing signs showing their support for 
survivors. 
Last Thursday, the College also 
held an open forum moderated by 
Nicole Keller, the counselor who is 
in charge of the Sexual Misconduct 
Advisors, in the Community Foun-
dation Theatre. Around 60 admin-
istrators, professors and students 
attended the event, during which 
audience members asked questions 
and shared ideas about the Title IX 
process.
The forum also attracted several 
trustees, according to Mark Ellis, as-
sociate vice president for communi-
cations, in an email to the Collegian. 
Chairman of the Board of Trust-
ees, Brackett B. Denniston III ’69 
also responded to the allegations in 
an open letter sent out via Student- 
and Employee-Info emails, endors-
ing Decatur’s statement released on 
April 28, and asking the College 
for regular updates on the process. 
“Our greatest responsibility is to the 
students of this College we love — 
and to their safety and education,” 
the letter read.
According to the first year, 
changes in the College policy may 
not be enough. “[The] Title IX [law] 
has no clue about the mental side 
effects of being a victim of sexual 
assault,” they said, stating that revi-
sions to policy may need to happen 
at the federal and state levels as well 
as at those of the College. 
PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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ed to have that happen and it’s impossible for 
me to imagine what my life would be like if it 
hadn’t happened. You never know quite what 
life would look like if X or Y happened. I don’t 
want to sound ungrateful at all for my good 
luck. I think I probably hold celebrity in less es-
teem than I did 10 years ago, but at the same 
time I feel very grateful. I think what’s com-
plicated, now, having befriended some proper 
actual celebrities, I think those people are con-
scious that their jobs and livelihoods would not 
exist without this many-tentacled beast that 
they fear and recoil from. It’s similar to pro-
fessional athletes, in a lot of ways. I think most 
professional athletes dislike the intrusive media 
coverage of their lives, but at the same time be-
cause of that intrusive media coverage they’re 
able to play a child’s game for a very comfort-
able living. I probably feel that ambivalence to a 
lesser extent because I live in Indianapolis and 
have a two-kid kind of life. 
Is college the place where you started eat-
ing cereal with cold water?
I have been eating my cereal with water 
since childhood. I did eat my cereal with water 
at Kenyon and I can confirm that it was deli-
cious. I don’t understand why this is controver-
sial. It’s just less caloric — it’s a very straight-
forward calculation in my head of “where do I 
enjoy getting the calories from,” and for me the 
answer is the cereal. I feel bad that it has caused 
so much controversy within our viewing com-
munity.
How has YouTube and the Internet 
changed how you define community?
I was a member of online video fan com-
munities before I was an online video creator. I 
had never owned a video camera, never opened 
iMovie until five days before Hank [his brother 
with whom he runs VlogBrothers and other 
YouTube projects] and I started the project. I 
have always been an excitable member of fan 
communities. For me, the energy is all around 
the stuff that’s being made in response to cre-
ators. I hope that Hank and I make good vid-
eos, but in response to the work that we do. I am 
always fascinated and excited by what people 
make after watching our stuff. I do think that 
my time at Kenyon influenced my understand-
ing of communities for sure. I didn’t know how 
to carry forward that sense of community that 
I had in Gambier into adulthood very well. I’m 
still not great at adulthood but I was really bad 
at it for a long time. For a long time I thought 
the church was going to be the community to 
be similar to what I had found in Gambier, and 
then I thought it was going to be sketch com-
edy and then it turned out to be something that 
did not exist when I graduated, which was You-
Tube. You think you know what your life is go-
ing to look like, but you can’t. One of the weird 
things about graduating from college is that the 
job you may have one day may not exist yet. 
How do you feel the Commencement 
speech will be different than the speech you 
gave at Kenyon in 2014? How are you feeling 
about the cicadas?
The speech is going to be completely dif-
ferent because I don’t want to repeat myself. 
It means a lot to me because of the professors 
that will be there, because I love the College. 
It’s a tremendous honor to be asked. It’s a very 
intimidating prospect. My main feeling as I’m 
sure what everyone else will be feeling is that I 
also wish that David Foster Wallace was there. 
I’m really excited for the class of 2016. It’s a 
complicated world they are entering into as 
they descend the Hill, but I think the world will 
be better for it. The last time the cicadas were in 
Gambier was when I graduated from Kenyon. 
I’m not particularly worried about them. I have 
a memory of cicadas falling on the stage and 
falling on the people, but that’s probably false. 
This interview has been edited for length and 
clarity. 
John Green ’00 is a young adult novelist, 
video blogger and semi-professional video 
game player. Most recently, he wrote The Fault 
in Our Stars, which was released as a movie 
in 2014 and was an executive producer for the 
movie adaptation of Paper Towns. He will 
speak at the 2016 Commencement ceremony. 
How has Kenyon changed from how it 
was when you were here? 
Kenyon is a better college than it was 
when I went there. It’s much more selective 
than it was [when I attended], and that has 
changed the school overall in ways that are 
quite good. It is true that nostalgia and the 
falseness of memory cloud my judgement. At 
the time I went there I liked it about as well as 
I like it now. I had some mixed feelings about 
it at the time, but I loved it. It’s funny because 
I wasn’t a very good student, but I loved my 
classes and I loved my professors and I loved 
my friends and that’s most of what remains. 
There’s very little that remains of my under-
standing of mythic time or The Scarlet Let-
ter. The generosity that was shown to me by 
professors and staff and my peers is still there 
and with me. That was the great gift of Ken-
yon and I suspect that hasn’t changed. 
How has your conception of celebrity 
changed over the last few years?
When I was in college, I thought if I was 
famous, or if I had a public life or was widely 
known, that my life would be better. I want-
ON THE RECORD
 JOHN GREEN
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5 Thursday, May 5 The Kenyon CollegianFEATURES
Cyclical cicadas will convene at Commencement
GRANT MINER
“If Nature’s Clock is Right, They’ll 
Arrive About the Middle of May. All 
Will Die by July.”
This quote from the Feb. 20, 
1931 edition of the Collegian is not, 
thankfully, about the apocalypse — 
it’s about cicadas. 
The periodical cicada is a species 
group belonging to the Magicicada 
genus. These insects spend their 
first 17 years underground feeding 
on tree sap. They emerge after three 
nights of 64-degree weather, ac-
cording to Visiting Assistant Profes-
sor of Biology Megan Meuti, mean-
ing they may come just in time to 
make the proud parents at gradua-
tion wonder who made Moses mad. 
After emerging from the soil and 
molting, males will start to make a 
distinctive buzzing sound. To at-
tract males, females produce a low 
clicking sound by vibrating their 
wings. You can actually attract 
males by snapping your fingers — 
so if the guy you’re dating right now 
isn’t working out, things may be 
looking up.  
Once they find each other, the 
cicadas mate. The female then lays 
about 400 eggs into a v-shaped hole 
she makes in a branch. The cycle be-
gins again as small nymphs hatch, 
fall to the ground and stay there 
feeding on sap for another 17 years. 
Cicadas can mate more than 
once, but because their lifespan is 
so short (only two to four weeks) 
and pretty much every animal eats 
them, it’s not likely. They are vir-
tually guaranteed to go out with a 
bang.
Cicadas are organized into about 
a dozen different broods that each 
differ based on emergence time, 
species composition and specific 
region in the eastern United States. 
You can attribute the sleepless 
nights you have ahead of you to our 
good friends of Brood V. 
As much as we all may hate ci-
cadas, the thought of being able to 
witness the emergence is an exciting 
one.
There’s just one problem — our 
brood is dying. 
In 1914, an unidentified Colle-
gian reporter described Gambier’s 
cicadas as “a vigorous brood, un-
doubtedly the champions of Ohio 
both in numbers and in badness.” 
Seventeen years later, anticipa-
tion was just as high — so much 
so that a writer for the Mount Ver-
non News gravely warned: “Ladies 
planning to attend the commence-
ment exercises are advised to bring 
plenty of handkerchiefs and strong 
perfume to combat the odor of the 
locusts.” 
Two months later, the headlines 
were singing a different tune: “Cica-
da Septendecim Disapoints Kenyon.” 
Even then, people were noticing 
the decline in brood size since the 
cicadas’ last emergence. In the 1914 
Collegian article, Kenyon biology 
professors at the time blamed two 
factors: the extreme dryness of the 
winter and summer and the efforts 
Kenyon groundskeepers to seek out 
and destroy eggs on tree branches 
before they had a chance to hatch.
Professor Emerita of English 
Judy Smith noticed a similar de-
crease in cicada activity during her 
time at Kenyon.
“The 1982 emergence was epic! 
You literally could not walk any-
where without stepping on and 
hearing them crunch under your 
shoes — probably an inch thick with 
them,” Smith wrote in email to the 
Collegian. “1999 was nothing at all 
like it. It was tame.”  
These testimonies aren’t entirely 
anecdotal, either. The population 
of Brood V has been declining for 
years, according to a biological sur-
vey (Kritsky et al. 1999) conducted 
by the College of Mount Saint Jo-
seph in Cincinnati’s biology depart-
ment. 
Previous studies noted the west-
ern borders of Brood V’s territory 
had been shrinking. Scientists in 
that survey confirmed this in 1999, 
reporting that the periodical cicada 
had disappeared from western Lick-
ing and Knox counties. 
This loss of territory amounted 
to a net 10-mile loss from 1914 to 
1999. Researchers suspect this was 
due to deforestation as well as other 
active efforts to stem the tide of the 
incoming cicadas. 
Whether this trend will continue 
remains to be seen, but researchers 
think a further decline of the cicada 
population is inevitable.  
To be sure, though, there cer-
tainly won’t be any lack of cicadas 
this year. So make sure not to step 
on any and remember: Always 
check your beverages, because you 
might just find some extra protein 
in them. 
Senior Class Total:
This week is the 44th anniversary 
of the death of the first Director of 
the FBI. What was his name?
Who did Ted Cruz announce as 
his running mate last week were 
he to have won the Republican
nomination?
Cicadas will be here at this year’s 
Commencement. How often does 
this type of cicada emerge?










Jackie Hsu ‘17 Nick Leibowitz ‘18
Junior Class Total: Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:
17 years
Carly Fiorina
I have no idea.
I don’t know.
16 or 17 years
























Illustration by Henry Uhrik
Here today, dead tomorrow: Campus is buzzing over the emerging 17-year-old cicadas. 
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    Siena, Italy 
Chi si volta, e chi si gira, sempre 
a casa va finire. No matter where 
you go or turn, you will always 
end up at home.
In Italy — more so than in 
America — the family is the basic 
social unit. I’m studying abroad 
in Siena, a small city in central 
Italy where passion for the family 
is intensified by a unique form of 
social organization: the contrada. 
Siena is divided in 17 districts, 
or contrade, most of which are 
named after animals. The con-
trade are often referred to as “ex-
tended families.” They host city-
wide dinners, manage their own 
museums and churches, have 
their own executive councils and, 
most famously, compete against 
other contrade in the Palio, an 
immensely violent and emotional 
horse race that takes place on July 
2 and August 15 each year.
Italians outside of Siena often 
scoff at the ardor Sienese display 
toward their contrade. I am in-
clined to agree. My host family, 
belonging to la civetta (the owl) 
contrada, decorates their home 
almost exclusively with owl rega-
lia — owl wind chimes, decora-
tive owl plates and owl figurines. 
Three nights a week, my host 
mother and host brother leave 
the house for the evening to par-
ticipate in contrade activities. My 
host brother teaches drumming 
to the younger boys in the contra-
da while my host mother partici-
pates in flag sewing — activities 
of historical significance. 
During medieval times, when 
nearby cities continuously warred 
with one another, contrade were 
makeshift armies; drumming and 
flag-waving served both symbolic 
and practical purposes. Now, 
these activities are intended to 
keep the legacy of the past alive.  
Federico Fellini, an Italian 
screenwriter and director, wrote 
that a “mysterious cord” links 
Sienese of every age. As a non-
Sienese — and more notably, as an 
American — it is nigh impossible 
to pass the impregnable walls of 
what it means to be Sienese.
To be truly integrated in Si-
ena, a person must possess a few 
characteristics — many of which 
center on the contrada (such as 
being baptized in your contrada 
church). Others are irrespective 
of it. One includes speaking with 
the Tuscan accent. This requires 
the speaker to drop his “c’s,” re-
placing them with a much softer 
sound. A coppa of gelato becomes 
a hoppa of gelato and identifying 
oneself as americana becomes 
identifying oneself as amerihana. 
Though I make a concerted ef-
fort to speak with the local accent, 
I find myself slipping in and out 
of using it. Seemingly insignifi-
cant things, like pronouncing one 
letter differently, are often what 
create the most noticeable chasm 
between locals and myself.
Yet as the adage suggests, in Si-
ena, it’s still easy to feel at home 
no matter where I turn despite 
the many aspects that identify me 
as a foreigner. And though I will 
never belong to a contrada, I can’t 
help but feel I’ve made my own 
extended family during my year 
abroad.
Maldonado ’17, third from the right, with her fellow program members 
in front of the Coliseum in Rome. Courtesy of Allegra Maldonado
ALLEGRA MALDONADO 
Welcome to the Kenyon Inn and Restaurant
Located on the beautiful, historic 
campus of Kenyon College,Ohio’s 
premiere and oldest liberal arts 
institution, the Kenyon Inn and 
Restaurant offers the finest lodging 
and dining in Knox County.
The Kenyon Inn and Restaurant • 100 W Wiggin St, Gambier, OH 43022 • 740-427-2202 • ww.kenyoninn.com
Breakfast
Monday through Friday 
7 a.m. to 9:30 am
Saturday 
8 a.m. to 10 a.m.
Restaurant Hours Lunch
Monday through Saturday 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Brunch
Sunday 




Sunday through Thursday 
5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 p.m. 
to 9 p.m.
PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Congratulations to the Class of 2016
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Brave Potato’s [title of show] breaks walls, shuns convention
Hunter Bell and Jeff Bowen’s meta musical was a lasting final tribute to the Black Box.
ZOE CASE
Five members of Brave Potato 
Productions took the final bows in 
the Black Box’s theatrical history 
last Saturday night.
[title of show], the student-run 
theater group’s latest musical, will 
likely be the last performance in 
the Black Box; the College plans to 
demolish the building this coming 
summer. 
The meta-theatrical musical fol-
lows two friends trying to write a 
Broadway musical in three weeks. 
Written by Hunter Bell and Jeff 
Bowen, the show centers on char-
acters Hunter and Jeff, played by 
Henry Quillian ’17 and James 
Wojtal ’18, respectively. Quillian 
and Wojtal voiced their parts bril-
liantly. Their harmonies, with 
Quillian’s strong baritone and 
Wojtal’s brassy tenor, filled the 
close space of the Black Box.
The musical’s production out-
shined its vocals, as [title of show] 
shattered musical theatre tradi-
tion. “I wasn’t sure I understood 
the conventions of musical theatre 
enough to direct this show,” Abby 
Armato ’17, the show’s director, 
said after the matinee on Saturday. 
One scene in particular appeared 
to require a lot of research and dra-
maturgy, because it referenced ob-
scure Broadway musicals one after 
another. Armato pulled this effort 
off spectacularly, using playbills to 
visualize each play referenced.
Chandler Davis ’17 played Su-
san and Mariah Palumbo ’19 
played Heidi — the two women 
who collaborated with Hunter 
and Jeff on the production of the 
show. Davis and Palumbo bal-
anced out the voice ranges of the 
cast. Davis was particularly strong 
in her song “Die, Vampire, Die,” in 
which she expounds upon the mul-
tiple doubts that come with writer’s 
block.
Kraig Davis ’18, the keyboardist 
in the corner, occasionally partici-
pated in the show and interacted 
with the other characters, but most 
of the time was ignored entirely, as 
convention would dictate. 
The production benefitted from 
the throwback Broadway choreog-
raphy of Kate Markey ’16. Markey 
felt obliged to put a kick-line in the 
musical as a nod to classic Broad-
way choreography, and the dance 
move popped up first in “Untitled 
Opening Number,” the metafic-
tional title of the opening number 
of the show.
The staging broke standard 
musical theatre rules in big ways. 
There were scenes in which Jeff 
would roll his chair across the stage 
into Hunter’s room, even though 
the two were having a phone con-
versation from across New York 
City. Consistently breaking the 
fourth wall highlighted the cast’s 
comedic strengths.
“We could not have done this 
show anywhere else,” Palumbo 
said. The set comprised of four 
chairs, a table and a keyboard — a 
larger location would have swal-
lowed the minimal set. It was fit-
ting that the Black Box’s final show 
paid homage to the challenges of 
small theatre.
“I will chain myself to the vault,” 
Davis joked in reaction to the for-
mer bank’s impending demolition. 
All that can be said is good-
night, sweet Black Box — and what 




The five-year-old group will host an open mic Friday. 
FRANCES SAUX
The paper booklets stacked 
against each other last week in 
Peirce, each with a bright green “5” 
emblazoned on the cover, mark 
the fifth anniversary of the Project 
for Open Voices — part publishing 
venture and part discussion forum. 
Since 2012, the Project for Open 
Voices has offered an outlet for 
those who feel voiceless on campus. 
The organization appeared after 
Kenyon’s 2012 Martin Luther King 
Day of Dialogue event, a yearly pro-
gram intended to spark conversa-
tion regarding diversity. Some stu-
dents thought the event of its goal.
“It was back when the [Black Stu-
dent Union] room wasn’t that full,” 
Wanufi Teshome ’16, who now runs 
the group with Nathan Durham ’17, 
said. “Kenyon was just beginning to 
flirt with the idea of diversity.”
A group of faculty, administra-
tors and students met the evening 
following the Day of Dialogue 
event to begin a conversation that 
POV aimed to continue through 
its weekly discussion meetings and 
yearly publications of student nar-
ratives.
Now, POV prepares to celebrate 
its fifth anniversary on Friday with 
an open mic at the Horn.
The anniversary edition of the 
publication contains a section titled 
“Reflections,” which looks back at 
POV’s impact on Kenyon’s commu-
nity. “POV is about sharing our ex-
periences, telling one another stories 
that are important to our identities 
and lives, even if — and sometimes 
especially because — these stories 
aren’t easy or palatable,” reads a let-
ter from a member of Kenyon’s class 
of 2014.
As in previous issues, the publi-
cation used headers such as “Men-
tal Health,” “Sexual Assault” and 
“Identity and Self-Expression” to 
organize the narratives by subject 
matter, though these categories are 
by no means restrictive.
“The assumption is that there’s 
always people who don’t have a 
space,” Teshome said.
POV solicited several pieces for 
the publication, including a poem 
by Brandonlee Cruz ’19. Cruz said 
he worked on the poem for a long 
time prior to Teshome’s request. “In 
a magazine like POV, you’re allowed 
to get as personal as possible,” Cruz 
said. “There’s always things that I 
have to let out.”
Cruz said he plans to perform 
the same poem at tomorrow’s open 
mic. When it comes to intimate 
work, the sharer and the audience 
develop “a certain trusting relation-
ship, a type of bond that you can 
create in a short amount of time,” 
Cruz said. 
Teshome said the organization 
has not hosted an open mic since 
2012, although in February the Peer 
Counselors held a similar event, 
“The Kenyon Butterfly,” designed 
for students to share personal nar-
ratives. 
Like the POV publication, Fri-
day’s open mic at the Horn Gal-
lery will be a space for anyone who 
would like to participate. 
“Alright, are we done?” said Ken-
yon Review Fellow Melinda Mousta-
kis on May 2 after she ended her 
farewell reading in Cheever Room, 
took her last question, and exhaled a 
short sigh of relief. 
 A Kenyon Review Fellow who 
began in 2014, Moustakis has taught 
courses in the English department, 
read submissions for the Kenyon Re-
view, and worked on what she hopes 
will be a novel. As her fellowship 
comes to a close, she looks ahead to 
another creative writing fellowship 
at George Washington University in 
Washington, D.C.
At the reading, Moustakis main-
ly read excerpts from her 2011 book 
composed of short, interconnected 
stories entitled Bear Down, Bear 
North: Alaska Stories and from her 
novel-in-progress, written in a simi-
lar format. The stories are rooted in 
her Alaskan family history and its 
rough-and-ready legacy of home-
steading. The former won several 
awards: the Flannery O’Connor 
Award, the Maurice Prize and a 5 
Under 35 selection by the National 
Book Foundation. 
The texts have a concise, cutting 
rhythm and bold, grizzled imagery 
of living in the bare Alaskan wilder-
ness. In her first reading from a sec-
tion of Bear Down, Bear North en-
titled “Trigger,” she led with a bang: 
The speaker narrates conceiving a 
child while hunting moose on hers 
and her husband’s Alaskan home-
stead. Moustakis brought the image 
full circle, closing with a narrative 
from a current project that ended 
in the same Alaskan setting, with 
a pregnant woman burying a bul-
let deep in two nearby, fighting bull 
moose. 
When comparing herself to her 
favorite authors like American nov-
elists Marilynne Robinson and Toni 
Morrison, Moustakis said “My writ-
ing looks more like a bear scratched 
a tree.”
Annie Hartley ’19, a student in 
Moustakis’ Introduction to Fic-
tion Writing class said she enjoyed 
her professor’s energy throughout 
the semester. “I really love Dr. M,” 
Hartley said. “She’s super funny and 
super smart. She makes the whole 
three hours [of class] enjoyable.” 
David Lynn, editor of the Ke-
nyon Review, offered his parting 
comments on Moustakis: “[She] is 
not only a first-rate talent who’s re-
ally going to go on to great things 
in the literary world,” he said. “She’s 
brought a lot of life and vitality and 
humor and wisdom over the past 
two years and we’re really going to 
miss her.”  
Mariah Palumbo ’19, left, James Wojtal ’18 and Henry Quillian ’17 took the stage of the Black Box Theater 
last Saturday as Heidi, Jeff and Hunter, respectively.  Courtesy of Emma Brown
KR Fellow Melinda Moustakis. 
Courtesy of Meg Mulloy
POV rings in anniversary with new mag. Courtesy of Wanufi Teshome
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EDITORIAL
This year represents a major turning point for 
Kenyon. It was rife with friction between the stu-
dent body and the administration over a number 
of decisions regarding student life made with min-
imal or no input from the student body. From the 
student perspective, it is clear what is happening: 
Over the course of the past year, the administra-
tion’s goal has been to neatly reduce the Kenyon 
brand into the kind of image that fits nicely in an 
admissions brochure, easily marketable to parents 
and students with the prestige of a shrinking ad-
mission rate. In doing so, the administration has 
opted to force more unsavory behavior under-
ground with Band-Aid solutions. 
Decisions to close the Gambier Grill and 
change Sendoff policies were perhaps intended 
to curb underage drinking, but both changes ap-
pear to do very little to actually prevent it, they 
simply make it less visible. Underground under-
age drinking is nice for the picture-perfect Ken-
yon brand, but students who must drink behind 
closed doors are less likely to get help if they drink 
too heavily. Whereas the past two Sendoff celebra-
tions amounted to zero hospitalizations, this year 
alone saw three hospitalizations related to alcohol 
consumption.
In the face of these changes, it was hearten-
ing to see how students rallied. After the changes 
to the Sendoff date and alcohol policy were an-
nounced, in addition to the closing of the Gambier 
Grill, Kenyon students came together, unleashing 
their fury through published articles, Facebook 
statuses, Yik Yaks and petitions. The Feb. 7 Stu-
dent Council meeting saw more attendees than 
any other meeting this year. At the meeting, Vice 
President of Student Affairs Meredith Harper 
Bonham ’92 said “I am in awe that so many stu-
dents care about this.”
Next year will be even more crucial in deter-
mining the Kenyon identity. We need even more 
community activism from even more students, 
and not just in response to alcohol-related is-
sues. The College has attempted to placate us with 
vague promises such as more dialogue with Stu-
dent Council and an independent audit of Title IX 
procedures. We must persevere in holding the ad-
ministration accountable for these promises. Oth-
erwise, the disconnect between the Kenyon we see 
as prospective students and the Kenyon we get 
when we have agreed to pay for it will grow wider 
and wider. If we wish to preserve the parts of this 
community that we care about, both the power 
and responsibility to do so ultimately lie with us. 
 
YOOBIN HAN
So long, farewell: Editors bid adieu
 Seniors offer advice to students remaining on the Hill.
GABE BRISON-TREZISE
HENRI GENDREAU
It is traditional at the Collegian 
for the outgoing editors-in-chief 
to write a column of some sort. 
Intended as a farewell to appear in 
the last issue of the year, for which 
the new editors take over, the col-
umn is often a somewhat-bitter 
but well-meaning pronouncement 
on the importance of journalism. 
We don’t wish to bore you 
with any of that, except to say it 
has been an immense privilege to 
serve as your editors-in-chief this 
year.
We both began at the paper as 
first-year copy editors and news 
writers and found a place where 
we could indulge our curiosity 
about the world, a place that gave 
us a blank slate to ask why things 
were the way they were. 
Rather than tell you about 
what attracted us to journalism, 
though, we would like to encour-
age you, our fellow students, to 
identify and pursue your own 
passions.
Kenyon’s people are its greatest 
asset. To that effect, we offer the 
following suggestions for the re-
mainder of your time on the Hill:
•	 Explore widely. Also deeply. 
Try out different activities and 
academic disciplines at Kenyon, 
but find one or a few and com-
mit yourself. That said, don’t 
think anything you do here 
necessarily dictates what you 
will do with the rest of your life.
•	 Find the people, not the 
job. Network with alumni early 
and often to find the best sum-
mer and post-grad opportuni-
ties. Don’t settle for mediocrity. 
•	 Go to office hours. Get to 
know your professors outside of 
the classroom. Take them out 
for a beer — only if you are over 
21, of course. Babysit their kids 
or ask them to work with you on 
a research project.
•	 Get off the Hill. As 
enriching an experience as the 
classroom can provide, get out-
side the very real (though not 
in the sense of “literal”) Ken-
yon bubble and explore central 
Ohio. Volunteer at East Knox 
Elementary. Go to Ariel Foun-
dation Park or Build-a-Biscuit 
in Mount Vernon (try the Geor-
gia peach). Visit the Danville 
Turkey Festival or do karaoke 
in Columbus. Have fun.
•	 Support one another. To 
quote David Foster Wallace’s 
2005 Kenyon Commencement 
address, “You get to conscious-
ly decide what has meaning and 
what doesn’t.” Recognize the 
deep meaning in the friend-
ships and relationships you de-
velop here, and don’t take them 
for granted.
As we prepare to leave the Hill, 
we are excited to see on what paths 
you and Kenyon will head. 
We know we leave the Colle-
gian in good hands — with Edi-
tors-in-Chief Maya Kaufman and 
Victoria Ungvarsky and Execu-
tive Director Nathaniel Shahan 
— to face the challenges the Ke-
nyon community will continue to 
confront, be they issues of sexual 
assault, campus drinking culture, 
the makeover of the Village or 
the College’s limited financial re-
sources.
We know next year’s editors, 
and those who come after them, 
will attempt to get to the heart of 
these issues with nuance, empa-
thy and passion. Thanks for read-
ing. We hope you’ll continue to do 
so.
We refuse to buy 
the Kenyon brand
HAVE OPINIONS?
Have questions or comments on 
the Board of Trustees meeting?
Concerned about the cicadas?
What are your hopes for the Title 
IX audit?
Write to us at
kenyoncollegian@gmail.com
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Moving out, moving forward
Graduating senior suggests 2020 policy initiatives
ALEX PIJANOWSKI 
Having reached my final month 
as a Kenyon student, I’ve been re-
flecting more on my time here 
and about the 
school’s future 
after I graduate. 
Even though I’m 
leaving, I have a 
vested interest 
in what happens 
here in the next 
few years — I 
will have friends 
at Kenyon graduating as late as 2019 
— and in higher education more 
generally speaking, as my younger 
brother will be graduating from In-
diana University in 2020. My hope 
is that the best things about this 
campus that existed when I arrived 
in 2012 can last into the future as 
the College adapts to a rapidly 
changing educational context.  
The first major contribution I 
would like to see from the 2020 
Plan is in keeping with the Col-
lege’s expressed desire to connect 
students to meaningful academic 
opportunities separate from Ke-
nyon — such as research — spe-
cifically when the College cannot 
provide those opportunities alone. 
President Decatur and I agreed that 
Kenyon’s resources for research are 
limited in comparison to some oth-
er institutions. While it is a worthy 
goal to connect as many students 
as are interested to research oppor-
tunities, we simply don’t have the 
faculty or funding to support every 
student who wishes to pursue inde-
pendent research projects.
One of my personal experiences 
could sug-
gest a solu-
tion. I spent 
the summer 
of 2015 in 
my home-
town of West 
Lafayette, 
Ind., where I 
worked with 
a professor in the political science 
department at Purdue University 
on a project about political engage-
ment in American immigrant com-
munities. 
Purdue, a Big Ten school with an 
extensive set of graduate programs, 
had a greater capability to connect 
me to the kind of research I sought, 
and in a way that I was able to bal-
ance my research with my work 
schedule. 
Informed by this advantageous 
arrangement, I encourage the 
College to craft partnerships and 
pathways with larger research uni-
versities like Purdue. In this way, 
students will be able to conduct re-
search elsewherewhen our resource 
limitations or other financial de-
mands mean that doing so on Ke-
nyon’s campus isn’t feasible, but 
return to campus with the fruits of 
their investigations in hand.
I also must stress the necessity 
of a clear explication of the advan-
tages — technological, logistical 
or otherwise — of “user-focused” 
spaces in our future library, as in-
cluded in the Master Plan. I find 
this phrasing from the plan fasci-
nating, vague and confusing all at 
once, and would like to know what 
reasons other than fitting into a na-
tional trend justify them. Libraries, 
after all, are meant to be reposito-
ries of knowledge. Non-collection 
spaces in a library should be in-
cluded expressly for the purpose 
of facilitating the communication 
of knowledge from one group of 
students and learners to another, 
and I don’t think I am alone in be-
ing curious as to which purpose 
they serve where they are present. 
I don’t necessarily question their 
usefulness, I would just like to 
know more. 
I think we have a wealth of op-
portunities before us, and I ear-
nestly wish to see the best of Ken-
yon continued and magnified in 
the next half decade. I hope the 
snapshot I’ve provided about how 
2020 looks to me from 2016 is help-
ful in some small way, even if it 
only shows how I feel about our po-
tentialities and responsibilities as 
an academic community. 
Alexander Pijanowski ’16 is a po-
litical science and Spanish literature 
major from West Lafayette, Ind. 
Contact him at pijanowskia@ken-
yon.edu.
Damaging reputation a small 
price to pay for open dialogue 
on misconduct, alum says
“Memory holding onto love 
and keeping anger young.”
 -P.F. Kluge, Alma Mater
 
Last week, after comment-
ing on two social media posts 
from other Kenyon alumni, I 
navigated an unsolicited tele-
phone conversation with a 
Kenyon professor I love and 
respect. Friends had shared 
an open letter from a fellow 
alum detailing the College’s 
alleged mishandling of a Title 
IX complaint filed by his sis-
ter, a former Kenyon student. 
The faculty member had seen 
my comments, and warned 
me against “dragging Ken-
yon through the mud” online. 
It was a jarring example of a 
mentality that places protect-
ing Kenyon’s 
good name 









ing shamed and embarrassed, 
as though I had done some-
thing wrong.
But Kenyon is where I 
learned to have the difficult 
conversations, to question in-
stitutions, to compassionately 
seek change for the better. In 
1999, my senior year, a group of 
my peers wrote, co-signed and 
circulated a detailed proposal 
to overhaul the College’s sexual 
assault policies. We gathered all 
the student support we could 
muster, hoping to present it to 
the administration. We called 
ourselves S.A.F.E.: Movement 
for a Sexual Assault-Free En-
vironment at Kenyon College. 
On the night of April 21, an 
estimated 250 students gath-
ered in Philomathesian Hall to 
discuss the changes we wanted 
to see, the problems we’d iden-
tified and to show solidarity. 
Our email list grew to over 600 
concerned students overnight. 
“Students criticize sexual as-
sault policies,” the Collegian 
headline read the next day. 
[April 22, 1999]
We were granted an audi-
ence with the administration. 
Matilda Bode ’99 and I met for 
two hours with members of the 
Board of Trustees, President 
Oden, and Dean of Students 
Cheryl Steele. I found myself 
quoted in the Collegian sound-
ing optimistic, even cheerful: 
“I think policy reform will be-
come a reality.” [“S.A.F.E. pres-
ents proposal,” April 29, 1999] 
My thoughts forever ring 
out from the 1999 Reveille: 
“Kenyon as a whole took huge 
leaps forward … How well do 
we as an institution handle 
cases of sexual assault? I have 
seen activism, passion, and a 
self lessness in the members of 
this community … An open di-
alogue has started on this cam-
pus, between everyone from 
the administration on down…”
Founding S.A.F.E. provid-
ed the backdrop for some of 
the most important lessons 
I took from my time on the 
Hill: Organizing for change 
can matter and open dialogue, 
self-scrutiny and activism are 
paramount. I’ve been told that 
S.A.F.E. was the precursor to 
what is now Beer & Sex, a great 
example of student organizing 
turning into a lasting and posi-










If We Are 
Kenyon, as we proclaimed 
launching the 2007 capital 
campaign, then WE — includ-
ing the upper levels of admin-
istration — must do better. WE 
have an opportunity to take a 
forward-leaning, progressive 
approach to this issue, and ac-
cept the ethical responsibility 
to pursue justice, even at the 
expense of perceived damage 
to the College’s reputation. If 
We Are Kenyon — if I Am Ke-
nyon — I refuse to be silenced, 
shamed or humiliated for the 
very conversation and dia-
logue that is supposed to be the 
hallmark of my truly excep-
tional liberal arts education. 
Whatever Kenyon is or is not 
and whatever our responsibil-
ity to each other, questioning 
our loyalty or support because 
we want Kenyon to be better is 
misguided at best and abusive 
at worst.
If memory is, indeed, to 
hold onto love, and not just an-
ger, we must, and with great 
urgency, insist on self-scrutiny, 
openness, stringency and com-




Dana Arneson ’02, Josie 
Bode ’01, Matilda Bode ’99, 
Elinor Goldsmith-Greenberg 
’00, Erica Vogelei Kendall, ’99, 
Monica Lai-Shan ’00, Aleta Ka-
tra Lafferty ’00, Katie Lillie ’01, 
Brant Russell, ’02, Kimberly Iri-
on Yungf leisch ’00
HILARY LOWBRIDGE
Still need advice? Contact Emily post-grad at emilysakamoto94@gmail.com.
Dear Emily
) Y
My hope is that 
the best things 
about this campus that 
existed when I arrived 
in 2012 can last into the 
future.
“
Kenyon is where 
I learned to have 
the difficult conversations, 
to question institutions, 
to compassionately seek 
change for the better. 
“
Dear Emily,
So here’s the deal. I’m really into this guy but 
he’s about to graduate. What’s the best way for me 
to send him the message that says, “Hey, if you’re 
looking for one last, desperate, probably under-
whelming hook-up, I’m your girl”?
Sincerely,
Lemme Smang It, Boy
Dear Smang It,
These are my favorite, and least favorite, kind of 
questions to answer. Partially because damn, do I 
feel that. Do you know how sad I am that we’re not 
having “Last Chance Dance” during Senior Week? 
Let’s change that, y’all. Anyway, these are also the 
hardest questions to answer, because you’re not 
right in front of me and I can’t grill you like I grill 
my roommates after they fight with their signifi-
cant others. So here’s a laundry list of questions: Do 
you give a shit if he says no? Will you ever see him 
again? Do the potential benefits, if it doesn’t work 
out, outweigh the embarrassment? If you don’t give 
a shit, if you’re not going to see him again after Ke-
nyon, if the potential positive outcomes outweighs 
embarrassment, I say go for it. If he’s hot. 
As far as how to go for it, you’re going to have 
to be blunt. We don’t have any time to waste. 
Flirty laughter and banter can only get you so 
far. Find him in Peirce or Wiggins and make a 
conversation and make him know you’re inter-
ested. Touch his arm, give him your number, say 
he should text you or the two of you should meet 
up. If you happen to get drunk on Friday, text 
him or find him and smang it girl. 
I have faith in you. You’re just going to have 
to be overtly tryna. And honestly? It’s about time 
we’re all extremely honest in our tryna missions. 
I’m attracted to you, you’re attracted to me, let’s 
smang is a whole lot more interesting than some 
half-hearted conversation via text. Just go for it, 
and if he rejects you, there’s always wine. 
Love always,
Emily 
Emily Sakamoto ’16 is an English major with 
a concentration in creative writing and a minor 
in messing with people’s personal lives — whether 
they ask for the advice or not — from North Oaks, 
Minn. Contact her at sakamotoe@kenyon.edu
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Baseball thunders into postseason With two games cancelled due to rain, Lords end season 20-15.
The weather in Gambier on 
Sunday afternoon reflected po-
tential futures for Lords baseball: 
Clear skies to the east reflected 
hope of smooth sailing through the 













week, infielder Jono Chafe ’17 said 
the Lords’ (20-15, NCAC 6-8) per-
formance in their four-game se-
ries against the Allegheny College 
Gators (19-12, 10-4), their final se-
ries of the regular season, would 
determine Kenyon’s seed and 
hosting status in the first round of 
the playoffs. Heavy rains accom-
panied thunder and lightning to 
wash two of those games from the 
Lords’ schedule. 
Allegheny made quick work 
of the Lords in the first game, an 
8-2 affair. The second game of 
the series, originally scheduled 
for Saturday, was postponed to 
Sunday due to rain. After the Ga-
tors demolished the Lords 17-4 in 
that game, Kenyon’s offense was 
a bit out of sorts — a symptom of 
which was leaving multiple men 
on base, according to Head Coach 
Matt Burdette. 
“We weren’t able to cash in,” 
Burdette said. “We had some re-
ally good opportunities in game 
one, to give us a little bit of a cush-
ion. [The Ga-
tors] were able 








sistent” over the 
course of the 
season, citing a poor team batting 
average with runners in scoring 
position and with two outs. 
“All of those analytics that 
equal driving in runs — we 
haven’t been able to do it,” he said. 
Weather-related difficulties 
halted what seemed to be a turn-
around for the Lords in the third 
game. In the fourth inning, Jesse 
Bogacz ’18 found himself pitching 
with a one-run deficit and a run-
ner on after Allegheny’s Dan Bon-
nett singled on a frozen-rope line 
drive into shallow right field. Bon-
nett stole second easily and took 
third on a passed ball, but Bogacz, 
who has been an anchor on the 
staff this season, struck out the 
next two batters to end the inning 
and keep the Lords’ hopes alive.
In the end, the weather had the 
last say. Shortly before 2 p.m., the 
game was suspended due to light-
ning, and the team helped roll a 
tarp over the field. The remaining 
two games were ultimately can-
celled.
Kenyon will begin postseason 
play on Friday by facing confer-
ence rival Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity (OWU; 25-11, 11-5) in a best-
of-three series in Delaware, Ohio. 
The winner of that round, known 
as the NCAC Crossover Series, 
will automatically advance to the 
final four of the conference tour-
nament in Chillicothe, Ohio.
Burdette said Kenyon’s suc-
cess in the Crossover Series will 
depend on the ability of its pitch-
ing staff and defense to contain 
OWU’s potent offense, which fea-
tures a strong lineup from the top 
of the order to the bottom. 
“No matter what happens go-
ing into the weekend, we know 
we’re going to face their number-
one pitcher and we know we’re 
going to face their best nine,” out-
fielder Jason Clebowicz ’19 said. 
“What it’s going to come down to 
is not one player being productive, 
but a series of players being pro-
ductive.” Clebowicz also believes 
the team’s ability to effectively 
play small ball — using bunts and 
hit-and-run plays to move baser-
unners from station to station — 
will help the team excel against 
OWU’s best pitching.    
Sam Gillespie ’16, a work-
horse with a team-best 60.0 in-
nings pitched, a 6-4 record and 59 
strikeouts on the season, will get 
the nod in the first game of the 
Crossover Series. 
ALEX PIJANOWSKI 
Mikey Arman ’18 bats in an April 23 game against Wittenberg University. Courtesy of Kenyon Athletics
We know we’re 
going to face 
their number-one pitcher 
and we know we’re going 
to face their best nine.
Jason Clebowicz ’19
“
Lords tennis wins NCAC title, Ladies reach finals
Kenyon stormed through playoffs despite rain delays, including a match played until 4 a.m.
Under the burden of rained-
out schedules, which led to match-
es lasting long after midnight, the 
men’s and women’s tennis teams 
persevered this weekend in the 
North Coast Athletic Confer-
ence (NCAC) tournament. The 
Lords won their 10th consecutive 
NCAC championship while the 
Ladies finished second to Deni-
son University (14-7, NCAC 3-0).
The Ladies faced Wittenberg 
University (5-17, 0-3) in their first-
round match-up, defeating the Ti-
gers in just five matches. They won 
all three of the doubles matches 
and gained a point at the sixth 
singles spot by walkover, mean-
ing no Wittenberg player was 
available to play. Grace Winslow 
’18 got the final win for the Ladies 
as she breezed by her opponent 
6-0, 6-0. The win propelled the 
Ladies into the semi-finals of the 
tournament, pitting them against 
23rd-nationally ranked DePauw 
University (11-11, 2-1).
Thanks to rain delays, the La-
dies’ second-round match against 
DePauw moved to Kenyon’s in-
door Jasper Courts and did not 
begin until 10:30 p.m. on Satur-
day night. The two played sets un-
til 4:00 a.m. With about 40 dedi-
cated spectators in the balcony 
for the late night, the Ladies beat 
fatigue and the Tigers in a match-
up electric enough to keep the 
fans cheering and whistling into 
the small hours of the morning.
Coming out of doubles play, 
the Ladies trailed 1-2, only win-
ning in the third doubles posi-
tion with a team of Diana Abou-
bakare ’18 and Jenna Murray ’17. 
In singles play, the Ladies turned 
the match around by winning 
four games to end the match 5-3. 
Aboubakare won again, defeating 
her opponent in the first singles 
position and further bolstering 
her personal record at the first 
singles spot, 14-7.
Finally, the Ladies traveled 
back to Granville, Ohio on Sun-
day to face Denison, the first seed 
in the tournament and ranked 
22nd nationally. The match re-
mained close throughout. After 
doubles play the Ladies fell be-
hind 1-2, again only winning in 
the third spot with Aboubakare 
and Murray. 
In singles 
play, the Ladies 
and The Big 
Red came to an 
even 4-4, and 





put up a strong 
fight against 
her opponent, 
but Denison prevailed 7-5, 6-4. 
Overall, the Ladies had a strong 
season ending with a record of 
15-10, a national ranking of 27th 
and a regional ranking of sixth. 
Aboubakare will compete in the 
national NCAA Division III sin-
gles competition as a result of her 
outstanding play this season.
“This weekend was a tough 
loss for us, but I think after taking 
a step back we can all agree that 
we had a very successful season,” 
Elise Altschuler ’16 said. “As a se-
nior I am feeling very good about 
the position we are leaving the 
team in.”
The Lords played their first-
round match against the Col-
lege of Wooster (10-16, 0-4). The 
match ended quickly as the Lords 













vailed in a 
5-1 win, landing them a spot in 
the finals of the NCAC Tourna-
ment. 
The Lords met 32nd-nationally 
ranked Denison University (13-7, 
2-1) in the finals but seemed un-
phased as they again clinched the 
match 5-1, leaving the second, 
third and fourth singles matches 
unfinished. With this conference 
championship win, the Lords 
secured their bid in the NCAA 
Tournament, set to begin in two 
weeks. They ended their season 
with a record of 12-9, a national 
ranking of 17th, a regional rank-
ing of sixth and as NCAC cham-
pions for the 10th year in a row. 
GILLIAN BLACKWELL
Diana Aboubakare ’18, here in an April 24 match, won first singles 
against Denison in the NCAC finals. Courtesy of Kenyon Athletics
This weekend 
was a tough loss 
for us, but I think after tak-
ing a step back we can all 
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In the North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) Championship fi-
nals on Nov. 7 (pictured here), Kenyon men’s soccer held a 2-0 lead over 
Ohio Wesleyan University (OWU) with a minute left in the match. In a 
span of 30 seconds, OWU scored two goals to tie the game. 
With just two seconds left in regulation time, Jordan Glassman ’17 
received a pass in the OWU box and was fouled. Jeremiah Barnes  ’16 
(No. 10) stepped up to the penalty kick opportunity and sank the game-
winning goal to set the score at 3-2 and bring the conference champion-
ship to Kenyon.
BARNES CLINCHES NCAC 
CHAMPIONSHIP AT HOME
On the weekend of Dec. 12, diver 
Maria Zarka ’16 took her talents to the 
international stage at the 2015 Oceania 
Championships in Australia, represent-
ing the Kingdom of Tonga at the meet.
Earlier that month, Zarka broke the 
Kenyon record for 11-dive competition 
on the three-meter board. She scored 
551.60 points, surpassing the previ-
ous record of 524.05, which she set as 
a junior. Zarka also holds the Kenyon 
records in both six-dive competition 
on the three-meter board and 11-dive 
competition on the one-meter board, 
with scores of 304.65 and 523.90 re-
spectively. (Pictured: Zarka dives in a 
Jan. 23 home meet against Wittenberg 
University.)
ZARKA COMPETES IN INTERNATIONAL DIVING 
COMPETITION, CLAIMS KENYON RECORDS
At the Bison Outdoor Classic, hosted by 
Bucknell University (Lewisburg, Pa.) on 
April 16, Sam Lagasse ’16 ran the 5,000-me-
ter race in 14 minutes, 23.36 seconds. La-
gasse beat the previous Kenyon record of 
14:53.16, which he set in 2014. (Pictured: La-
gasse runs in the  NCAC Indoor Track and 
Field Championship on March 5.)
LAGASSE SETS NEW 
KENYON 5K RECORD
In recognition of a conference-leading 0.595 
save percentage, the NCAC honored Pat-
rick Shevelson ’16 on Wednesday with its 
Defensive Player of the Year Award for the 
2016 men’s lacrosse season. Shevelson also 
received a spot on the All-NCAC team, an 
honor he has received all four years at Ken-
yon. (Pictured: Shevelson attempts a clear  in 
an April 13 game against  Oberlin College.)
SHEVELSON TAMPS 
DOWN NCAC AWARD
Seeing off the seniors
Sports deal in the finite. Although the triple-overtime games and double-digit losing streaks 
seem to last forever, no game has gone unresolved and no career does not reach its close. With 
their Kenyon careers coming to an end, senior athletes reflect on their four years and discuss all 
the building blocks and growing pains along the way.
In a game against the College of Wooster 
on April 2, Jane Symmes ’16, Ladies lacrosse 
midfielder, brought her career total for draw 
controls to 242, beating the previous Kenyon 
record of 239. She graduates from the team 
with 277 career draw controls in just three 
seasons. (Pictured: Symmes plays at home 
against Denison University on  April 19.)
On adversity:
“Sophomore year it was really tough. It took 
me a while to learn you can’t control every-
thing, especially in baseball. Even when you’re 
pitching well, you get outside breaks and bad 
bounces.”
- Paul Henshaw ’16, baseball pitcher
“Freshman year I sprained my ankle, and for 
eight months I couldn’t really run, so I was 
unable to stay fit. Sophomore year I was con-
stantly dealing with my ankle being hurt. I 
realized I needed to take care of it, so I ran, 
stretched every day. I think I lost 30 pounds 
that summer.”
- Jeremiah Barnes ’16, men’s soccer midfielder
On leadership:
“I’m the youngest child. It was definitely a 
learning process.”
- Jane Ghublikian ’16, softball outfielder
“I always try to keep the mood light and hap-
py. You know, I’ll ride their butts every once 
in awhile, but the people I’ve had to be a leader 
for are leaders themselves. We’re very lucky.”
- Maria Zarka ’16, diver
On career highlights:
“How far we’ve come as a program is pretty 
exciting. I mean, my freshman year I came in 
and there were 11 on us on the team. I’m leav-
ing and there are 21 of us.”
- Katie Goulder ’16, volleyball outside hitter
“Any of the medley relays from last year, just 
watching those guys break the national re-
cord, jumping up and down on the sidelines, 
cheering them on.”
- Ryan Funk ’16, swimmer
On team impact:
“The best times from the past four years were 
being around the guys and just helping create 
a program where hopefully for people in the 
future, those will be their best memories.”
- Brien Comey ’16, men’s basketball center
On teammates:
“They have come to be my best friends. I can’t 
really think of my Kenyon growth without in-
cluding them.”
- Samantha White ’16, women’s cross country 
and track runner
SYMMES BREAKS 
RECORD FOR CAREER 
DRAW CONTROLS
In a storybook ending to the regular sea-
son, Lords basketball beat Wabash Col-
lege 82-76 in front of a buzzing home 
crowd on Feb. 20, the Lords’ Senior Day. 
Tim Connolly ’16 crossed the 1,000-point 
mark for his career with 33 points on the 
night, and Brien Comey ’16 swatted away 
nine shots, breaking the previous Kenyon 
record for blocks in a game of eight. (Pic-
tured: Comey dunks in a Feb. 10 home 
game against Denison University.)
COMEY AND 
CONNOLLY PUT A 
BOW ON SENIOR DAY
by CAMERON MESSINIDES
Photos courtesy of Kenyon Athletics
